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Elaine K. Essenburg, beloved mother and grandmother, passed away on Monday, June 11,2007. Born and raised in Chicago, educated at Shimer College, she lived in Holland and Saugatuck since 1972, at Freedom Village since 1991.

She was preceded in death by her husband, M. James Essenburg of Holland in 1997. She is survived by her children, son Craig and Marian Barsumian of Marianna, Fl; daughters Candy and Jim Jeltema of Saugatuck; Cathy and Michael Baldwin of Palmyra, Virginia;Sister Laverne Smith of Naples, Fl; and grandchildren Allana Williams , James and John Jeltema, and Chase and Hunter Baldwin. Also by her step-sons Bill and Gail Essenburg of Holland, and Tom and Judi Essenburg of Grand Rapids.

Elaine was a member of the Christian Scientist Society of Saugatuck, and a friend of Hope Reformed Church of Holland.

Through her life she was active in various parent and school organizations, the Saugatuck/Douglas Garden Club, the Saugatuck Historical Society, HASP, Saugatuck Women's Club , and the Women's Literary Club.

Elaine loved her many years of volunteering at Holland Hospital's Gift Shop and the many hours reading with "her Kids" at Douglas Elementary School. She and Jim loved being "Mr. and Mrs. Claus" in the Saugatuck Christmas parades, and greeting and visiting with tourists as information booth volunteers. Always a smile and a compliment- no one was a stranger to Elaine.

She will be interred at Saugatuck Township Riverside Cemetery following a family ceremony. Gifts in her memory may be given to Holland Hospital's Light of Love. Arrangements by the Dykstra Lifestory Funeral Homes, Mulder Chapel.
